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DECLARATION
on the use of Generative Artificial Intelligence tools in manuscript preparation 
We, the authors, hereby declare that we have adhered rigorously to established standards of research and publication ethics, academic integrity, and transparency regarding the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in the preparation of this manuscript (https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-standards/generative-ai-policies-for-journals). 
(1) During the preparation of this manuscript, the authors used AI tools and AI-assisted technologies [NAME TOOL / SERVICE] exclusively for language editing, improving readability, and refining the structure of the manuscript. 
a. After using this tool/service, the authors critically reviewed, revised, and validated all AI-assisted outputs and assume full responsibility for the content of the manuscript, including its accuracy, integrity, originality, and compliance with ethical and publication standards. All scientific interpretations, analyses, and conclusions presented in this work are solely those of the authors. 
b. Generative AI or AI-assisted tools are used to support the creation of certain types of explanatory images, such as flow charts, decision trees, timelines, schematic conceptual illustrations, or experimental workflow diagrams. The use of AI tools are disclosed in the caption of each image (the specific tool, version, how the tool was used) and in the general AI disclosure statement in the article.
c. AI tools are not used to create or alter images representing primary observed or experimental data directly obtained in the research (brightness, contrast, or color balance). 
d. AI tools are not used to manipulate research and data images (plots, charts, graphs, heatmaps), primary research images (microscopy, histology, western blots, radiology scans, patient images).
e. AI and AI-assisted technologies are not cited as an author or co-author.
f. The authors used ChatGPT (OpenAI) solely as a language-assistance tool to improve grammar, style, and readability. All AI-generated suggestions were carefully reviewed, verified, and edited by the authors prior to their incorporation into the manuscript.
(2) The authors remain fully responsible and accountable for the originality, accuracy, scientific validity and integrity of all content in this manuscript.
(3) We, the authors, hereby declare that we have adhered to the SSM policy concerning copyright and the use of artificial intelligence (AI).
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Notes:
1. The Declaration on the use of generative AI and AI assisted technologies in manuscript preparation should be uploaded with the submission under “Submission file” section.
2. Please do not send the hard copies of the Declaration.
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